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 Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application 2021

Scholarship Fund Amount: $0

Let's get to know you!

Please provide your work-related Twitter
contact information.

@green1levy

Please provide your work-related Facebook
contact information.

I have co-applicants: Yes

Best phone number to reach you at: +12142084090

Campus Green Elementary School

Grade(s) 1

Additional Co-Applicants

Campus Green Elementary School

Project Information

Are there any additional funds available for
this grant?

No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? Yes

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? Yes

Does your grant have a technology
component?

No

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your
grant addresses.

English Language Arts (Elementary) &
Dyslexia

How many students will be involved in this
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grant? 88

Name of Grant Mirror, Mirror In My Hand

Project Information Continued

Provide a brief summary for use on the
Foundation's website and social media.

THE BIGGER PICTURE: Mirror, Mirror In My
Hand................Help us engage our learners
with a hands-on visual approach as we teach
the science behind sounds and letters. We

want to engage and motivate students beyond
the traditional ways of learning.....and it starts

with a little hand, holding a little mirror.

How will the project or program be
implemented? Describe activities and tasks.

Who is the target population and in what ways
will they benefit?

As First Grade Teachers, our primary focus is
to help young students listen for, identify, and
manipulate speech sounds so they can learn
to recognize and create different words. It is
important for children to "see" and "hear" the

way sounds are formed and can be
implemented into instruction by providing a

visual and auditory hands-on tool. We wish to
provide each student with a hand-held mirror

that will be utilized during our ELA whole
group and small group instruction. This will

help each student become more aware of their
learning. The students will be able to

recognize the different lip, tongue, mouth, and
teeth formations when practicing voiced and

unvoiced sounds. All consonant sounds, both
voiced and unvoiced, are formed when the

airflow is partially or completely constricted by
the lips, teeth, or tongue as the airflow moves

through the mouth. By providing hand-held
mirrors to each student, they will all grow in

their learning and have a better understanding
of how sounds are formed.

Processing the sounds of letters in oral
language is a natural brain function. It is when
children learn to read that they must become

consciously aware of phonemes, because
learning to decode in English requires

matching sounds in spoken words to individual
printed letters. Lack of phonological

awareness is a common reading weakness.
These skills are best taught in Kindergarten
and First Grade so they can be applied to
sounding out words as phonics instruction
increases. Research summarized in the



Page  of 3 4

What is the problem, need or opportunity that
this grant will address? Describe the impact of

this project on your students.

National Reading Panel report suggested that
lack of intensive instruction in phonological
awareness can yield significant benefits to

children's reading and spelling achievement
(Ehri, 2004). Multisensory instruction is

supported by using the body and
manipulatives. When modeling sounds,

students need to observe the teacher's lips
and mouth, then practice in front of a mirror so

they can watch the movements of their own
lips and mouths. Students who acquire

intensive, hands-on phonemic awareness
skills in the early grades generally have an
easier time learning to read, acquire better
reading comprehension, learn to spell more
accurately, and learn how to decode words.

Students with poor phonemic awareness skills
in first grade are more likely to have reading

difficulties in fourth grade.

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project
support? Please provide 2 examples.

Allen ISD Goals: Literacy is lifelong. Literacy is
interconnected. Literacy is empowering.

Literacy is relevant. Literacy is communicative.
Literacy is....Yielding confident readers and

writers. TEKS: 1.2Ai Demonstrate
phonological awareness by: producing a

series of rhyming words. 1.2Aii Demonstrate
phonological awareness by: recognizing

spoken alliteration or groups of words that
begin with the same spoken onset or initial
sound. 1.2Aiii Demonstrate phonological

awareness by: distinguishing between long
and short vowel sounds in one-syllable words.
I can find rhyming words for clock, fly, and pan

and sort their pictures.

Explain how this idea or project
enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or

existing systems.

In addition to Words Their Way and the
Haggerty Phonemic Awareness Lessons, we

will engage our learners by accessing multiple
learning styles through visual interactions.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

We would implement this visual approach on
day one and continue to use all year.

What teaching methods will be used to

The idea originally came from the House Bill
3-Texas Reading Academy-Module 6. In this

Module, we had the opportunity to watch
several videos which focused on students

using mirrors as an active engagement tool
during Phonemic Lessons. A small hand-held

mirror is an effective tool for students to
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implement this project? practice seeing and saying specific sounds.
Our First Graders have grown tremendously
this year after participating with the Heggerty
Phonemic Awareness Program. The lessons
are systematic and engaging and we feel our

kids could thrive on a whole new level by
adding the visual piece.

What specific measurements will be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the project?

We will evaluate the effectiveness of students
using the mirrors as a visual tool by comparing
the Beginning of Year, Middle of Year, End of

Year MClass Assessments, Progress
Monitoring, and by daily observations.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 80.00

Almost done!

Project Budget Set Number 1

Question Answer

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

List item to be purchased under item category:
Hand Held Student Mirrors: Set of 5 mirrors,

Size 2.75

Unit Cost 1

Quantity 80

Total cost of items in this category: 80.00


